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Tribute , to the

passionate rebel poet -

Popularly known as the Rebel Poet
of Bengal literature and the “nightin-
Palc'.ol Bengali music, Kazi Nazrul

SHOMA A CHATTER

1942 Hiscontribution to liberate mod-
em Bengali poetry from the “prison’ of
Rabindranath Tagore in the form of

so powerfully that he became an out-

ne of the most
O tural and archival cauldron is
beau.
runlcd and umr\ualrd dqulal 1920and

i -y
‘The West Bengal Housing Infr
structure Development Cor-
poration Limited the initia-
tivetoset up Nazrul Tirtha

ovide an institution-
al set up to promote
research and appreci-
ationoflifeand works
ofrevolutionary poet
Kazi Nazrul Iam.
The digitalised
archive has
christened
Mubhafiz.
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ferent points of time to women he fell
in love with. During his tenure asa sol-
dier,he wroteap led Baun-
duler Atmakahini (Autobi

Vagabond) published in May 1919 and
Mukii (Freedom), published in July the
same year. He put together his experi-
ences as asoldierin World War I, com-
mencing from April 1920, in the shape
of a novel later published in Moslem
Bharat. The original documents are
now lost.

His rebellious writings through every
form of creative expression were vocal
againstall forms of oppression, bond-
ing communalim, fudaimand colo-

nialism
ruled India o much that they not only

s G “ﬂ'ﬂd

Nazul, 10¢i s

and three an
6 Nag's note-

a partof the archive. Di

banned many of his book:
him behind bars. His contributions lay

scattered, tom,

for want of fand 1 .mmany visited
lectors, family members,friends and

it must have been an extremely chal-
lenging task. But HIDCO ChiefDeba-
sis Sen with the guidance and sup-
portof the curatorof NazrulTirtha
Sri Anup Motilal took up the chal-

\uml scholars to collect his music
and mplh.ll[omllheblg&ﬂlshccol

written in his own hand. Dilip Roy
(Junior), now 101, s theonly person alive
who'leamtmusic directy ffom Nazrul

As many as 1200 Nazrul song com-
positions recorded and/composed by

his works.
first recorded song penned byNazrulon

mmuommgmszmaum: dlan

7Brp.m. g by

Another p

restored bythis youngarchivist. Includ-
ed is an interview wi hin Das of

lenge. A tender

Dutta. ltw, 1

interested individuals in March 2017.
Th il Digi ive was ina

- i
(they are gambling in the name of the
i i That

gather the of three films.
Nazrul was involved with - Dhruba,
Vidyapati and Ge

o
gurated by urban development minis-
ter Firhad Hakimin thepresence of mem-

record now is a part of this digital
archive,” says Arindam Saha Sardar
i

Althe items were photographed. then

taken in 2015 who is a
music scholar and trainer in the music
of Nazzul and Tagore. s many as 500
photographs coll iferent
sources, around 100 rare books

digitalized to take pe of a prop-

notatl

hﬂ\ollh(-

ccember 2017. Arindam Saha Sar-
dar  the archivst commissioned 1o
research, puttogether thecollectionand

in Uttarpara, a few kilometres away
from Kolkata.
Saha Sardar says that during his

uang:ad’un and West Bengal. The co-

now out-of-print, 500 songs sung by

Which Naslowas .mmn, involved as
director, act

itally. “We havedigitalizeda total of 25,000

erable works of Nazrul and on 'anul

research,
toomany discepandies andcontradic-

tor such as Dhmbm The archivist also

tions in

Arun Kumar Bose wi

Motilal. All this has been nn-lu]l) and
painstakingly digitalized.
“I was mmlmm field and docu-
Kazi Nazrul Il

carried information and ul\xﬂlmn on
Nazrul “Thiskedme toadeeperandmore

wmu- the first biography of Nazrul.
was helped in dearing the con-
that confused by Brah-

cine-

since 2014 because at that time, I was
working towards making a documen-

such song books,
'ma booklets, and this went on for four

emdokaudolnierviews
vom riievec wtich holpedl raeoivuiey

endstill camera and in some cases, we
veused scanners. This resulted from
visitinglibraries, collectors and homes
f people associated with Nazrul have
made it possible t realise this dream
project of Mamata Banerjee, CM, West
Bengal.

A digital archive on poet-litterateur

Kazi Nazrul islam has been

set up to promote research

and appreciation of
his life and works

confusion.
1

Shewas alive, not m(orgc(
sual interview o”ulhlh Roy i m ZOII I
and

tution, or group of people.” Nazrul
Tirthafromnowon. isa livingexample

researcher Rafiqul Islam, based in
Bangladesh. | had the good fortune to
! - { et

cinema, songs and drama can sit and
home and conduct research from dis-

arin Nazrulmusicandsongs”addsSaha
Sardar. 800 manuscriptshandwrittenby

treasure on Nazrul and everything he
stands for, for all time.




