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Ex—ﬁn min Pranab’s Budget
briefcase, pen find new home

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: The briefcase for--

mer India President Pranab
Mukherjee used to  carry

when hemmentedtheBud.get'
as finance

minister, the
wlth ﬂmReeerwBankofm
dia emblem that he used to
sign the Budget with, and his
visiting card are among the
things his sister has donated
to the privately run Uttarpara
Jibansmriti archive.
Swagata Das Mukhopad-
hyay, Mukherjee’s sister, han-
ded overthebriefeasetothear-
chive on Wednesday evening.
Among other things han-
ded over were 1999's Congress
election manifesto, 2001's elec-

Svmgata Das Mukhupadhyay
hands over former President
Pranab Mukherjee’s briefcase to
the Jibansmriti archive

tion manifesto of the Commu-
nist Party, the report of the
11th finance commission for
2000-2005, the text of the 2nd
JRD Tata Memorial lecture by
P V Narasimha Rao, the cons-

titution of the Indian National
Congress (1999), a copy of the
speech of Yashwant Sinha's
Budget for 2001-2002, the finan-
ce bill of 2000 and copies of
Budgetata Glance..
Tucked in between is Muk-
herjee’s visiting card from
when he was the chairman of
the Parliament standing com-
mittee on home affairs. “Dada
went through the manifestos
of all parties before preparing
the manifesto of the Congress
Party. This briefcase had the
manifesto of the Communist
Party of India,” Swagatasaid.
Most of Mukherjee's books in
Kolkata were donated to the
Bangiya Sahitya Parishat.

»Related report, P 5

Pranab had a great
collection of books

Privanka.Dasgupta
{@tlmesuroup.mm .

liolkata Former Pves1dent
Pranab Mukherjee was an
avid reader and had a great
collection of books both at

his Dhakuria residence as.

well as at Rashtra-
patiBhavan.
Swagata,asep- &
tuagenarian, reti-
red as the librari-
an of Uttarpara

dent's belonginss
in Uttarpara were
the main reasons
behind the brief-
casedonation. “Ialways beli-
eve that Uttarpara issteeped
in history and has a rich he-
ritage. That is why I wanted
to donate some of my brot-
her's personal belongings to

The e w which
Pranab Mukherjee used test addition to his
to sign the Budget

the archive in Uttarpara,”

- theSwagatatold TOL

“Saha Sardar had sought
her help when he was in the
process of setting up the ar-
chivewhenshewasthelibra-
rian atthe Uttarpara library.
“He had requested me to do-
nate something of

happy with the la-

archive. “Swagata-
di’s gesture is go-
ingtoad.dvaluetnourarchi-
vaAsaBengall.I&elhonow :
Skt L
responsibility

fl?:lns from Pranab Muk-
herjee'slife,” hesaid.
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“Lost’ Nazrul Geeti notebook to be
unveiled on poet’s death anniv today

MISSING: 1940 FOI.IHIJ. 2015

Priyanka.Dasgupta
@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: A humble notebo-
ok containing a priceless tre-
asure — notations to his own
songs and a handwritten ma-
nuscript by Kazi Nazrul Is-
lam, which had gone missing
for decades, willnow beastar
attraction at an archive near
thecity on Monday, the poet's
46th death anniversary, after
itwasfound, quite by chance,
at a College Street bookstall
in 2015, several decades since
it had gone missing.

The Jibansmriti Archive
in Uttarpara, about 20km
from the city, where the note-
book will be unveiled, isdevo-
ted to the preservation of
Bengali heritage and cultu-
re. According to archivist
Arindam Saha Sardar, who
found the treasure, the nota-
tions were written down by

Story behind ‘Ihe
notebook /
» Nazrul had
taken this
notebook along
when he went to sing
for radio on Feb 5, 1940

» After recording, nobody
knew what happened to it

» The poet searched in vain
for it for a while

» Finally found in a College
Street book shop in 2015

Jagat Ghatak and includes
notations of 36-odd songs
penned and composed by
Nazrul himself,

In his memoirs, Ghatak
wrote that Nazrul had taken
this notebook along when he
went to sing at the radio sta-
tion on February 5, 1940. He

swd
B o =

885

A page from the notebook
that will be on display at
Jibansmriti Archive on
Monday

had referred to the notebook
while singing. Once the re-
cording was over, nobody
knew what happened to the
book. “Ghatak wrote that
Nazrul remembered every
detailabout who was present
at the office, and he went se-
arching for the book at their

houses. But he couldn't re-
member how the notebook
wasmisplaced. In grief, here-
mained bedridden for some
time. A lot of people were as-
ked about the book and ad-
vertisements were posted.
But the book could not be tra-
ced," Saha Sardarsaid.

“1 chanced upon the book
while browsing second-hand
books in College Street Boi-
para,” Saha Sardar said. “1
knew what a treasure trove it
was, and later reached out to
Ghatak's daughter for aut-
hentication.” Among the no-
tations in the book are Naz-
rul Geetis like ‘Eso Chiroja-
namero Sathi’, ‘Aay Ma
ChanchalaMuktokesi’, ‘Khe-
le Nander Anginay', ‘Ami
Patha-manjari’, ‘Na Mitite
Asha’, 'Sandhya Malati Jobe’
and ‘Bano-kuntal Elaye’.

»Booklets of films, P 2

% LASGEST ENGLI REWEPPER

Samali Phogat muses
PO T TR ancied over fn fhe Gl
refrarks tveatenl

00 CM Priamod Sawat says fh the
aginsl case

ing "

oee |8 ¢

Booklets of Nazrul
films also in archive

Priyanka.Dasguptad@timesgroup.com

Kolkata: TheJibansmriti Archive in Uttarpa-
raalsohasaletter from Jagat Ghatak's daugh-
ter, Madhumita Mukherjee, mentioning how
the book was lost.

“She was happy it had finally been re-
trieved, and gifted it to the archive so that it
could be digitized. [ have preserved the origi-
nal note book. On Nazrul's 46th death anniver-
sary on August 29, | want to give access to his
admirerstotakealookatit,” Saha Sardar said.

The archive also has some 350 rare books
on him and the first edition of books
written by him. Data on the films he had
waorked on have been collated, including
booklets of some of those films

For Nazrul'sadmirers, thearchive also has
some 350 rare books on him and the first edi-
tionof books written by him. Dataon the films
he had worked on have been collated, includ-
ing booklets of some of those films. Among
these is the booklet of a 1934 film titled ‘Dhru-
ba'— the only film co-directed by Nazrul.

“He acted in it, and was also its lyricist,
singer and music director. He was the lyricist
and music director of ‘Chowrangee’ as well,
and wrote a song for ‘Gora’ — ‘Usha Elo Chupi
Chupi’. Earlier, companies would bring out
small books during the release of records with
all details. I have at least 50 such books in my
collection. We have alsodigitized 1,400 songs of
his released between 1925 and 1942,” Saha Sar-
dartold TOL
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