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On display: A ‘pressure point’ that India and China remember fondly

CHANDRIMA S
BEATTACHARYA

Caleutta: An ongoing exhl-
bition at an acupunciure
centre in Mourigram, about
13km from Caleuttn, is a
reminder of achapter of
camaraderie between India
and China that had begun
Just before World War LLand
continues till today, outside
conllict zones.

The exhibition, o perme
nent installation rmlur"mn
photographs of the Indian
Medical Mission to China
in 1938 during the Second
Sino-Japanese War, has
been put upat the Indian
Research Institute for Inte-
grated Medicine at Mour-
Igram. The institute Is a
reputed contre of acupune-
tureand owes lis origin to
the 1938 medicnl mission of
Indlan doctors who fonght
at the battlefront in China

The photographs tell the
story of the mission and the
hirth ol the institute. The
exhibition, Bikalpa Brata
{Alter native Mission), has
been curated by Avindam
Saha Sardarof Jibansmritl
Digital Archive,

In 1938, alter the Jap-
unese had invaded China,
Communist Genernl Zhu De
had asked Jowaharial
Nehru to send a tvam of

doctors tohelp the soldiers.
1t was a ery from a people
struggling for their freedom
to another.

Subhas Chandra Bose,
who was the president of
the Indian National Con-
gress then, responded to
the appeal. At his initiative,
a team of five doclors,
who were selected rom
several parts of India, was
arganised. “The doctors
were Madanlal Atal. team
leader, M. Cholkar, Bejoy
Kumar Basu, Dwarkanath
Kotnis and Debesh Mukher-
jee" says Debasis Bakshi,
‘who, with his wife Chan-
clann Mitrs, runs the Mour-
Igram centre. “They were
all trained in modern med-
Icine,” says Bakshi. He and
Mitra, too, are allopaths by
thelr Injtial training. and
are nmong the leading acu-
puncturists of India.

medical mission
to China was historical.
The Indian doctors were
received warmly al Yan'an
hy Mao Zedong, the future
leader of Chlna. From
there, the doctors would go
to several parts of Chinn
that were under attack from
Jupan. Sublis Chndm
had, ina 1657 article, after
stating his admiration for
Japan, criticlsed it as an
Imperial foree and for “dis-

Mmhﬂ‘sb‘ﬂ’ﬂ- Indian Medical Mission lnChIM.}KHI

(From lefl) Bejoy Kumar Basu, M Cholkar Mal,
Debesh Mukberjee and Dwarkanath Kotnis
membering” Chinw the exhibition says.

The doctors, says Bak-
shii, often did not receive
wmopemtion from the gov-
ernment of Chinng Kai-
shek, who would be ousted

by the Communisis in 1949,

Kotnis"s rale in the mis-
sion is welldocnumented.
He worked tirelessly in the
battlefronts, fighting ase

vere shortage of modicines.

“1n spite of acute sickness,
Kotnis opernted on soldiers
for 48 hours tirelessly, He
died in 1942, 0 write-up at

Mao and the Commiunist
Party did not forget him.
They honoured him asa
hero. Back home, V. Shan-
tarmm made the film Dy
Kotmis Ki Amar Knhani in
1946 on him.

Lasss known s the story
of Bejoy Kunar Basu, who
had gradusted from Calcutta
Mesdicnl College in 1938, Bak-
shiand Mitra, too, obtained
their degrees from Caleutin
Medical College, where they.
were taught by Basa.

Mission doctors with Mao Zedong

“His selection for China
wis dramathe. At first,
Ranen Sen had been seloct-
ed,” says Bakshl Bui the
eoloninl government did not
want him (o go because he
was a Communist — send-
Ing an Indian party mem-
ber to China itsell wasioo
hazardous, So atone day's
notice, Basu wis selected
for China, “The British au-
thorities did not know that
Basu wis alvo o Communist
Party member, a secret
one,” loughs Bakshi

itarian work.

“As u tradition, it is
5,000 years old or older,”
says Mitra. [t does not ne
quire anything else other
than a fine . The way
she and Bakshi practise it, it

Is also extremely affordable,

so ulso necessible as a treat-
‘ment for the poor.

“It Is perhaps the second
most popular treatment in
the world, after allopathy,”
says Bakshi.

He and Mitrm are proof
of thelr beliel that there is
nocontradiction between
the two. It is a sclence, says
Bakshi, that works through
the application of pressure
onor stimulation of certain
pointsof the body and very

In 1867, agraieful China
had invited the members of
the mission to the country.
In 1058, Basu went (o China
again to learn acupunciure,
From 1958, he introduced
weupuncture treatment in
India. He practised in Cal-
euttn and started training
doctors.

Bakshi and Mitra were
among his first students, In
1974, Dr Dwarkanath Kot-
nis Memorial Commlttee
Wil reviv helped to
establish severnl scupunc-
ture clinies in the country.

In 1881, the Research
Institute for Integrated Medi-
elne, or IRTIM, as it s reformed
10, was set upby Basu's stu-
dents with Bakshi and Mitm
taking

eflective for (reating acute roles
anel chronic disedses. In these four decades, the
“It works by balancl Instltute h It hins
In Chinn, Basu tresed e structure and the fune- also imegrated yoga into its
wounded soldiers, common thons of the body." says practice, which upholds the
peopleand tmined thenext | Mitm. “Tt goes back 105,000 | true essence of Indis
Tine of medieal workers. yeiurs or earller,” she says, Trtendship, it says. Many
“Amidst bombing,” reminds | adding that similar tradi- people fromnear and far
Bakshl. In 1943, Basu re- tons can be seen in other come (o it 1t s a non-profit
turned to India and engaged | Asi tha, inspired
himself in freedom move Basudid not only intro- Iul Kotnis and Basu, Is trying
mentand b itarian duce a but hewas | toreach affordable treat-
work. He would introducea | also part of an India-Ching ment (o common people, re
Few of his students, includ- friendship, an exchange mind B-ultshiand!\!ilu.u‘hu
Ing Bakshi and Mite, 1o of ideas, that has survived renmin dedicated to i
acupuncture, which he an Indo-China war, the thon has 62

been exposed to in China.
Acupuneiure, as be wanted
1o practise and tesch, was

Emergency and relentlessly
stradned relations between
the two countries,

photos in three rooms. “We
needed (o tell the story,”
suys Bakshi
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Nazrul’s
manuscript
to be
exhibited

CHANDRIMAS.
BHATTACHARYA

Calcutta: Kazi Nazrul Islam
turns 1250n Saturday.

On the occasion of the birth
anniversary of the fiery po-
et-musician, Jibansmriti, an ar-
chive in Uttarpara, will exhibit
a four-page manuscript of a
poem by Nazrul that celebrates
his close friendship with singer
and actor Dhiren Das.

The manuscript, in Naz-
rul’s handwriting, was in the
possession of Dhiren's family.

In 1928, Nazrul was ap-
pointed as a singer, composer,
and lyricist at Gramophone
Company. Dhiren, a singer

CALCUTTA SBATURDOAY 2% WMAY 2024

25 May 2024

Dhiren Das with (right) Kazi Nazrul Islam.
Pxcture courtesy: Jibansmriti archive, Uttarpara

and music teacher with the
company, had an exceptional
memory. Nazrul would teach
Dhiren his compositions and
Dhiren would teach them to
other singers exactly as com-
posed by Nazrul.

Music bound their souls
together; they were like broth-
ers. Dhiren was the first per-
son to compose the tunes of
Nazrul's songs, said Arindam
Saha Sardar of Jibansmriti.

Nazrul wanted this deep
bond remembered and wrote
a poem about it. The poem
was gifted to Saha Sardar by
Dhiren’s son, Arabinda Das.

The manuscript is part of a
bigger exhibition on Nazrul that
Jibansmriti is inaugurating on
Saturday. The exhibition, which
will also present rare books and
journals on Nazrul, will be ded-
icated to Nazrul expert Brah-
mamohan Thakur.
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An ‘Akhra’ of Ritwik film ad,
posters, articles set for lch

Prvaniapsgiastnesseib ™ AT THE ARCHIVE
Kolkata: A study centre on Ritwik Tk :
GhatakissettobeinauguratedatJi- | > Audio interview of
bansmriti Archive next Saturday | Surana Ghatak

Tobe celled ‘Ritwik Akhra’, the per- > Articles by and on
manent collection will house book- | ghatak

lets of the iconic director’s ‘Ajant- =gie

rik’, ‘Bari Theke Palive’, ‘Meghe | > Booklets of 8 films
Dhaka Tara’, ‘Subarnarekha’, ‘Ko- > : ;

mol Gandhar' and ‘Titas Ekti Nadir bﬁg.ﬁ:&?&ﬁ::;%fd
Nam’. It will also showcase the ori- ‘Nagarik’

ginal posters of °‘Subarnarekha’

and ‘Jukti Takko Aar Gappo'.
Curator of the collection Arin-
dam Saha Sardar 1old TOI sourcing
the bocklets had been tough. “Gha-
tak’s films were made on a meagre
budget and most were not commer-
cialsuccesses. Producersand distri-
butors were not too keen on inves-
ting inmaking booklets,” he said.
Among the eight booklets, Saha
Sardar particularly treasures the
one designed by Khaled Chowdhu-
ry for ‘Bari Theke Paliye'. “It's abo-
ut a boy's escape from his village
and the booklet resembles a child-
ren'sartbook. The typography issi-
milar to a child's writing,” he said.

(L) Hiran Mitra paints on a wall at R:tw1k
Akhra; (R) the booklet of ‘Subarnarekha’

He also loves the ‘Subarnarekha’
booklet’s focus on the eyes of Mad-
habi Mukhopadhyay, who had play-
ed ‘Sita’ inthe cult film. “In the deep
look of her eyes, there is a sugges-
tion of her dreams and aspirations
getting lost,” Saha Sardar said.

For ‘Ritwik Akhra’, artist Hiran
Mitra has created his posters on Gh-
atak’s cult works. “In the '90s, a festi-
val was organized at Nandan 2 to ce-
lebrate Ghatak. His son, Ritaban,
had asked me if I would be interes-
ted in redesigning the posters of
eightof hisfather's works.l had told
him my work would be my interpre-
tations of the films. For ‘Nagarik’, I

used two feet walking down the stre-
etasmy springboard. For ‘Ajantrik’,
it was a horn. In ‘Meghe Dhaka Ta-
ra’, I felt the protagonist was like a
bigtree,” Mitrasaid. The series was
lost. “IT'have recreated the series and
givenall the original works there.”

The advertisement for ‘Naga-
rik’, designed by Khaled Chowdhu-
ry. will also find a place of pride in
the archive. “[ have sourced all the
available writings by Ghatak and
tried to collect articles on him. The
idea is to create a physical and digi-
tal collection of articles by and on
(Ghatak so that his admirers can re-
fer tothem,” Saha Sardar said.
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The Telegraph

WHY ‘RITWIK PU

("IIA\DR!.\M

Catlowttn: Abaut five dee-

wdes aftor his death, Ritwik

Ghatak Is becoming an
“leon”. His nume s belng

pronounced more than ever.
Alartin Soorsese speaks of
himy. Caleuttn his n Metro

station named after him.

HEs gaint mrf.ruul::w
poede r o berlal; mayhe vou
vl e hurve [ looking at
wou from T-shirts or ngs,
ihe resiing plice of lcons.

An oooshon that may

eanse a farry of such activ.
ity Is nt hand: the redoubi-
abile ilmmaker ks going o
tuern 100 soon. Hewas born

CALCUTTA SUNDAY 14 APRIL 2024 2 7.00

on November 4, 1925, The

centennlal celeh mthomns. i

harve . wik's films have hardly ever
‘Which Is why some are been undersiood. Morethan

nfrmidd, oon bsatbon hus not Ironie stitus, he would

abways been a good thing Tk his films to find an au.

for the loon. Tagore §s prooft | dience, A lurge one,

warihij has not helped an His persona alwigs

unilerstanding of hisworls, | loomed Larje, tha

O thes contmry. which is part of the prob-

A Tlmilml.ﬁ!‘ will e

doubly iraghc because Rit-

February §, 1975, he wis

IGHT NOT BE A FITTING TRIBUTE

The luminosfty of the ‘dhaka tara’

Wnown for his eclectic cren- | omes— his writings, w
tivity and aloobolism,” siys | on b, postors, Blin-rekaied
Mukhopad vy, material and sverything olse
former professor of film relastesd 1o him,
studies al Jadmpur Undver- The resprnse hius been
sity, Calcutta. overwhelming, sovs Arin
=R twik was nn anil-es dam Saha Sardar, founder
tablihment fgure, acoun: | of Jbanserit Archive, He
terculiure prosomoe for (e | B just been glited o post-
Bengall middle class, which | erof Meghe Dhokn Tara
cluls togeiher Michael (19600, Ritwik's best-known
Madhiesudan Duit, Manik fitin, In French. Ritwik has
Bandyopadbyay wnd Glaa- reevhved eomsidemble ap-
tak,” he Lvaghs. preciation in France,

Al three men died when Arthst Hirnn Mitm has
they were arodnd 50 and conitribariod ol lst post.
peerfectiy fit theartisss o beesedd on Rltwik's Gilms
pmn:ypudn:rlbcd by and a portrali tothe archive.

mnk Kermode: selfde- Ritwik, says Muk-
-u-u-.-um.-mu.mm hwﬁm.*nm
vietimbed, devated to sul a Partitlon Almmsaker, He
fering rather than aoaion”. i talk about the Partition,

Mukbopadhyay wasone | and the lifeof refugess in
of thespeakersat Jibansmy | Bengal, but his “Partition
ritl Avrchive in Utinrparn, filma” — Megtie Dlako Tam,
about B0km from Caleutt, FKoenod Gandliar (1961) and
whiero Rivwik Akhrm, o e (9627 — dos
chivean the lmmaker, was | oot deplol the Partltion,
Inanigurnted on April 6 Thiy depict post-Partition

The archivie intends o tratema and allenation, siys

together Riewik's Mukbopadhyay.
Tl — he madde elght fea-
tuere filimes und sevenl short CONTINUEDON PAGE 4

Remembering Ritwik, an ‘icon’oclast

» FROM PAGE 1

Ritwik was more intérested in
the human predicament than
ina particularevent.

“This alienation takes
place everywhere an earth.
People are crossing borders
and don’t know why. This is
taking place in Palestine, on
the Mexleo border,” Muk-
hopadhyay says. Or on the
borders of Europe, oF Bangla-
desh, or India,

Crossing the border is
not just meving across two
geographically separated
places, bt also a question of
psychic dislocation. Many of
Ritwik's characters are dislo-
aiied, homeless,

In Ajaririk (V55E), the pro-
tagonist, who treats his bat-
tered taxi like a dear human
companion, calling it Jagadd-
al, lves bn a godforsaken place,
Homelessness runs through
Nagarik (1952), Ritwik’s Mrst
film, which wis released after
his death. Anasuya in Komal

Gandhar is torn between plac-
s, Dislocation bs a constant
theme in Ritwik,

But the plot In Rliwik's
Nlms, most stunningly, Is
supported by an allegorical
framework, which Ritwik cre
ated by a mdical reworking af
e myths.

Another exceptional as.
pect of his cinema was that
though deeply Influenced by
world claema — Eisensteln
was the greatest influence on
him; he rejected Hollvwood
and s neat story telling — all
the elements of his films re-
madned Didian.

Meghe Dhaka Tara. the
story of o refugee family, is
Inspired by Kalidasa's Kurmar-
sambhabam, which is about
the union of Rudra, Shiva, the
goe of destruction, and Uma,
the great mother. Their union
will lead tothe birth of Kumar,
whowill destroy evil.

But in the crisis that 1s con-
temparary realily, this unbon
is not possible, So Rudra and

Posters of some of Ritwik
Ghatak's films

Umn— Shankar and Nita here

are brother and sister. Yot
the film re-enacts the myth,
coming into focus sharply
as Shankar sings “Je roate
mar duarguli™ with Nita join-
ing him. The song itself cre-
ated history by introducing
the soundof & whip toa Tagore
BT

“The song accomplishes
the jouwrney between the tie-
less and the temporml,” says
Mukhopadhyay.

In the darkness the cunera
focuses on a sirefch of Nitn's

neck. [t is long and curved
like the neck of the fdol of the
goddess. The camera moved
between seeing and losing the
brother and sister, When they
cannot bescen they seem to be-
come part of a mythical time.
Andthen Nita's faoe, shot at an
impossibly low angle, fills ihe
sereen. Her eyes are looking
elsewhere A strange Bght falls
on her face,

This is the moment before
Bisarjan when the goddess 1s
feating, just before drowning.
The goddess, or the daughter
of a refugee family who has
looked alter everyone, has
been sacrificed. This Is the
trauma of Indian history. Ni-
ta's cry, " Dada, ami bandibe
{Dacka, | wani to live),” s acry
of the heart that isat the heart
ol all of Ritwik's works.

The story of Shakuntala is
a ledtmwotif In Kowmal Gandbiar,
with acomparison with Shake-
spiare’s Tempest implicit in it
says Mukhopadbyay.

Rltwik was saying thm

In Western art, nature helps
the movement of the plot, but
you cannol displace Shakun-
tala, take her out of the ia-
poban, natiwre,

In Subarnarckho, Kau-
shalya, "Bagd! bou", a lower
caste woman, dies uncared for
at arathway station evenasher
son, Abhiram, who was sep-
arated from her many years
ago, bappens 1o be present
there that very moment.

Abhlram’s wife is Sita. An
epie has got rewritten for con-
temparary Incia

Mythical cveatures dis-
gulsed as humans travel
across Rltwik’s landscape,
“A philosophical argument is
at the heart of Ritwik's films,
He i the most corebral among
Indian filmmakers.” says
Mukhopaudhyay.

But when the Nlms were
released, they were a bit
oo much for an audience
brought up on Glms as enber-
talnment and on a certaln Kind
of realism,

Ritwik did not care for me-
allsm, or for Hollywood and its
storytelling. “He introduced
a discursive eultural practice
that transcendad plot or nar-
rative,” says Mukhopadhyuy.

For Ritwik, even film as a
medium did not master In Cin-
ema and 1, a collection of his
remarkable writings and in-
terviews, he says: “Oinema for
me Is nothing but an expres-
sior It ks a moans of express-
ing my anger at the sorrows
and sufferings of my people.”™

Had he found a mediam
with greater foree and im-
mediacy 1o communicate, he
would have chosen that,

An archive will be a re-
minder of Ritwik. Artist
Mitra, who his long been part
of the film club movenent and
was present at the inaugura-
tion, fecks Ritwik is n wenpon
against contemporary ciliure,
which is a lnck of culture, or
the opposite of culture, "We
had been bumi by him in our
youih,” hesays.
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Chandragupta, who opened door to realism

CHANDRIMA S fobemnartistbimueltte
BHATTACHARYA had been born
now in
Calcutta: The wooden s an art
In Satyajit Ray’s Pather director with Ray for tun
Panchali that an irate Indir ther Panchali (1963). which
pulls open to changed nema,
leave, angry that she has pushing it away from the
n accused of encour- theatrical and the melodra-
aging little Durga to steal ‘matic towards a
fruits from neighbours, are realism. irgupta, who
ancient, battered, craggy, a celebrated trio
f ik Ry dad dmtigre.
tocrumble, yet holding up pher Subrata Mitra, is one of
fiercely, like Indir nmmmmdm-m
hersell. They become
portrait, § filmmaker Moloy
These doors were made udum-ulkubmuhe
by Bansi nd nd tells the
by many ThisisC y h e
tobe the greatestart direc- | set. So is Wajid Ali Shah's “The screen- theout-
torof From | courtin$ ; . | ingor: an skirtsof Calcutta, where
Shatran him, Banst With & Without I h P )
KeKhilodi, he createdsets | Charulata thatcrystallise | Ray, at Uttarpara Cine Club but
for Ray’s films that were in thelr isite | on Sunday worled for Ray alone. Two new doors were broken
details detail — the his remark- Ray | down, drained of colour and
and are remembered as wallpaper by ablelife. which isal in the t0n y
worlds of their own. The isanother story— ewenas | forgotten. The ilm, madeby | Calcutta from Srinagar, Chandragupta.
her Ch her s,
(Vamnasi) household that | own home, beautiful, lonely | account of Ch Subho g

Chandragupta, who opened door to realism

» FROM PAGE 1

“They became Indir
Thakrun's reflection,” adds
Moloy Bhattacharya.
process was called
ignor

film the markings of time,
which turns an inanimate ob-
ject intoa lived realty.

EUpta was a mas-
ter of this art. He breathed
life into things and created
worlds lovingly, meticulously
and painstakingly. A friendly.
humble, joyful person, loved
by his friends, he spoke his
mind and did not stop working
1l he was satisfied.

Even Ray, known for his
stern adherence to schedule,
would wall for Chandragipta
tofinis

Tha Quest for pertection
could lead to brilliant innova-
tion. For Sarbajaya and Har-
ihar's house in Varanasi in
Aparajito, which was meant
tobe located in a narrow
Mitrawanied dim light on the
set and want (rom
above. ch:nmm-mdu =
light from below came back

ected from the {op asf faint
light was filtering in. “This was
the beginning of bounce light-
Ing.” said Somesh Bhattacha
£y of Uttarpara Cine Club at
the screening. though no one
thought of publicising It as
that

The entire train in Ray's
Nayak is a set created by
Chandragupta. The zamin-
dar's house in Jalsaghar was
the Nimtita palace, but the
dance hall was a set in Aurora

Studio, Calcutta.
Chandragupta had not
been able 10 study art at Vis-
va-Bharati, Mun s loss was
inema’s gal hecon-
Timaed 1 draw. 1t was on the
sets of Jean Renor's film The
River (1951), which was shot
Chandragup-

production designer Eugéne
Lourié and was introduced to
set-making.

From Pather Panchall

In Bengal, and outside,
Chandragupta had worked
with several eminent direc-
tors, including Mrinal Sen,

Ke Khiladi. The sets of both films.
ta

lmr> and Kumar Sahani. In
the documentary, Mrinal Sen

ibered how, for his film
Culcutta 71, Chandragupta
crvated the interior of a home
coliapsing in the rain. Majum-
dar recalled how for his film
Pulatak, Chandragupta would
pay for work on the set from

He was

knew Chandragupta’s work
closely, the primary sources.”

% Saha Sardar.

In the early 70s, Chan-
dragupta ket for Bombay, now
Mumbal, to work for the Hindi
film industry. Despite his bril-

line in other ways - helosthis

job tn a film when he refused

10 stop smoking in front of
Devi

Hegot work inmainstream
films, including n Jungde Metn
Mangal (1972), for which he
builta set s0 spectacular that
it became a tourist attraction.
But this was not what he was.
oking for.

When Ray decided o film
‘Shatranj Ke Khiladi (1977, he
needed Chandragupt back.
‘The film showed Chandragup-

three
of which had Chandragupta
sots — Shyam Ben-
egal’s Kalyug. Muzaffar Ali's
UmraoJaan and A s
3 Chowringhee Lane.
Chandragupta would not
see the release of all the films.
In June 1961, when be was vis-
ting the US with Ray and cine-
macritic Chidananda Dasgup-
ta, hedied of a heartattack. He

as 57
In his carly youth in Cal-
cutta, Chandragupta had also
rt of Calcutta Group.

a radical artists’ collective,

Ghatak, com-
ke Salil Chowdhury, hzhn
igner Tapas Sen and many

not looking for money; he was.
looking for creative satisfac-
tion. “He told me if you don't
make Balika Badhu, 1 will
never work with you again,”
Majumdar says in the docu-
mentary.

e documentary, says
its maker Saha Sardar, in-
terviewed people who knew

closely. With
directors Mrinal Sen, Majum
dar, Aparna Sen and Moloy
ttacharya the documen-
tary, made in 2012, also inter-
views film editor Dulal Dutta,
cinematographers Soumendu
Roy and Purnendu Basu, and
artdirectors Suresh Chandra
Chandra and Kartik Basu.
“We chose to talk o those who

ideology. As “unemployed
foths’ Chandoagpipta and
shared a room.
docummur) on him
s shot in black and white. “In
aworld that Is full of colour,
a new dimension emerges if
lour s drained,” says Saha
Sardar. Some things need tobe
shown starkly.
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